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AMos 4. 11, 
T have overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew So- 
dom and Gomorrah , and ye were as a firebrand 


pluckt ont of the burning : yet have ye not returned 
wnto me, ſaith the Lord. 


Rs 
—_— 


a + Fd . . 
g TI is but a very little time fince you 
? met together in this place to lament 
A&M the remainders of a raging peftilence, 
S = Which the laſt year deſtroyed ſo ma- 
F\ny thouſand inhabitMnts of the late 
| eat and famaus City : andnow:O@l 
hath given us*another fad occaſion for our f: | 
and bxmiliation, by ſuffering a devouring to break 
forth and conſume fo many of her habitations. As 


< though the infeted air had been too kind and par- 


tial, and like Sax/ to the Amaleketes, had only de- 
ſtroyed the vile and refuſe, and fpared the greateſt of 
the people; as though the-grave had ſurfeited with 


. the bodies of the dead, and were loath togo onin 


A 2 h the 


f 73, o/ the execution of God's diſpleaſure z he hath umployed 
| a-more furious element, which by its mercileſs and. 
_ devouring flames might in a more lively manner. re- 
preſent unto.us the kz-dling of his wrath againſt us, 
And that by a Fire, which began with that violence, 
and ſpread with that horrour, and raged with that 
fury, and continued for ſo long a time with that ir- 
 reſiſtible force; that it might juſtly fill the behol- 
ders with confuſion, the hearers of it with amaze- 
ment, and all of us with a deep and humble ſenſe of 
thoſe fins which have brought down the judgements . 
of God in ſo ſevere a manner inthe midl(t of us. 
For whatever arguments or reaſons we can ima- 
BING, that ſhould compoſe the minds of men to a 
f enſe of their own or others calamities , or excite 
them to an apprehenſion of the wrath of God as the 
cauſe of them, or quicken them to an earneſt ſup- 
plication to him for mercy, they do all eminently 
concurr in theſad occaſion of this dayes folemnity. 
For if either compaſſion would move, or fear awa- 
ken, or intereſt engage usto-any of theſe, it is hard 
to conceive there ſhould be an inſtance of a more 
efficacious nature, than that is which we this day 
© baggail ; For who can behold the ruines of ſo great 
, a Efty,and not have his bowels of compaſſion moved 
towards it Who can have any ſenſe of the anger 
of God diſcovered in it, and not have his fear awa- 
kened by it 2 Who can( as we ought all) look up- 
en it as a judgement of univerſal influence on the, 
whole Nation, and not think himſelf concerned to 
implore the mercy of heaven towards us ? For cer- 
tainly, however we may vainly flatter and deceive 
, our 
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(3) "FA 
our ſelves, theſe are no common indications of the | 22/ "A 
frowns of heaven 3.nor are they meerly intended as - 4 
the expreſſions of Gods ſeverity towards that City 
which hath ſuffered:fo much by them;but the ſtroaks 
which fall upon the head (though they light upon: 
that only ) are deſigned for the puniſhment of the 
whole body. ON 
"Were there nothing elſe but a-bare permiſſion of 
Divine Providence as to theſe things, we could not 
reaſonably think, but that God muſt needs be very 
angry with us,when he ſuffers two ſuch dreadful ca- 
lamitjes to tread almoſt upon each others heels; that 
no ſooner had death taken-away ſuch multitudes of 
our inhabitants, but a Fire follews-it to conſume our 
habitations. A Fire, ſo dreadfull in its appearance, 
in its rage and fury, and in all the diſmall confe- 
* quences of it ( which we cannot yet be ſufficiently 
apprehenſive of _) that on that very account we may 
juſtly lie down 342 our ſhame,and our confuſion cover us : 1am, x; 1 
becauſe God hath covered the daughter of Sion with a 
cloud in his anger, and caſt down from heaven to earth 
the beauty of Iſrael, and remembred not his footſtool in 
the day of his anger. For ſuch was the violence and 
fury of the flames, that they have not only defaced 
the beauty of the City, and humbled the pride and 
grandeur of it ; not only ſtained its glory, and . 
conſumed its palaces ; but have made the Houſes of 
God themſelves a heap of ruines, and a ſpeftacle of- 
_ defolation. ' 
And what then can we propoſe to our ſelves as 
arguments of Gods ſevere diſpleaſure againſt us, 
which we have not either already felt, or have juſt 
| Ty A3 caule 


R (4) | 
( - cauſe to fear are coming upon us without a ſpeed ; 
7 #4 and ſincere NS ? If aSword ke pane q 
| Peſtilence at home, if Fire in our Houſes, and Death 
in our Streets, if Forreign Wars, and Domeſtick 
Factions, if a languiſhing State and a diſcoritented 
People, if the ruines of the City and poverty of the 
Countrey, may make us ſenſible how ſad our con- 
dition at preſent is, how much worſe it may be 
(if God in his mercy prevent it not) we ſhall all 
ſurely think we have reaſon enough this day to lay 
to heart the evil of our doings which have brought all 
theſe things upon ns, and abhor our ſelves, repenting in 
duft and aſhes, That would ſeem indeed to bear 
ſome analogy with the preſent ruines of the City, 
and the calamities we lie under at this time ; but 
God will more eaſily diſpenſe with the pompous 
| ſhews, and ſolemn garbs of our humiliation; it our 
hearts bleed within for our former 1mpieties, and 
our repentance diſcovers its ſincerity, by bringing us 
to. that temper z that, though we have done iniquity, 
we will do ſo no more. That is the true and proper 
end which Almighty God aimy at in all his Judge- 
mentss he takes no delight in hurling the world 
into confuſions, and turning Cities into ruinous 
heaps, and making whole Countries a delolation.: 
but when he ſees it neceſlary to vindicate the ho- 
-nour of his Juſtice to the world, he dothit with that 
ſeverity that may makeus apprehend his diſpleaſure, 
and yet with that zzercy which may incotrage us to 
repent and return unto the Lord. Thus'we find in 
the inſtances recorded in the Text, when ſome Cz- 
ties were conſumed by him ; 1q that as far as concerned 
| them, 


CM | 


et he doth it with that kindneſs to the Inhabitants, 
that they are pluckt as firebrands ont of the burning : 
and therefore he looks upon it as a fruſtrating the 


© 2.33. 


them, they were made like to Sodom and Gomorrah: : 


defign both of his Juſtice, and of his Mercy, when he 


is fain to conclude with that ſad reflection on their 
Incorrigibleneſs 3 Tet have ye not returned unto me, 
ſaith the Lord, Thus ye fee what the delign and 
ſcope of the words is, which I have read unto you, 
wherein we may conſider, | 

I. The ſeverity of the Judgement which God 
was pleaſed to execute upon them. T7 have over- 
thrown ſome of you, as God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. | 

2. The mixture of his mercy in the midſt of his ſe- 
verity , and ye were as a firebrand pluckt out of the 
burning. 

3. . The incorrigibleneſs of the people notwith- 
ſtanding both. Tet have ye not, ec. In the firſt we 
have Gods Rod lifted up to ſtrike ; in the ſecond we 


have Gods Hand ſtretched out to ſave, yet neither 


of theſe would make them ſenſible of their diſobedi- 
encez though their Ci4ies were overthrown for 


their ſakes, though they themſelves eſcaped - 


not for their own ſakes, but for his wercies 
ſake only whom they had ſo highly provo- 
ked; yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith. the 
Lord, 1 amſurelI may ſay of the two former parts 
of the Text, as our $av7oxr doth in another caſe, 
This day hath this Scripture been fulfilled among you ; 
| we have ſeen a ſad inſtance of Gods ſeverity, a City 
almoſt wholly conſumed as Sodom and Gomorrah, 


and. 
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with relation to the ſuddenneſs and mguPaday7 
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and a great expreſſion of his kindneſs, the Tnhabi- 
tints red! as firebrands plackt out of the burning : 
O let it never be ſaid that the laſt part of the words: 
1s fulfilled too, Tet have ye not returned unto me , 
e*c.. which, rhat it may not be, I ſhall firſt con- 
tider the ſeverity of God in his judgement this day, 
and then diſcover the mixture of his kindneſs with it, 
and the refult of both will be the #-reaſorablereſs of 
obſtinate diſobedience after them. X 
I. The ſeverity of the Judgement here expreſſed ; 
which, though we take it not 1n reference to the 
perſons of men, but to the Cities wherein they 
dwelt as it ſeems to be underſtood not only by the 


Original, wherein the words relating to perſons are 


left out; but by the following clauſe, expreſſing 
their preſervation ; yet we ſhall find the Judgement 
to be ſevere enough, in regard 1. Of the zatxre 
and kind of it. 2. The ſeries and order of it. 3. The . 
cauſes moving to it. 4+ The Author of it. I have 
overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew, &c. 

I. The nature ard kind of it: We can imagine 
nothing more ſevere when we conſider what 1t is 
{et forth by, the moſt unparalleld Judgement we 
read of, viz. the deſtrufion of Sodom and Gomorrah 
by a fire from Heaven, Although in all circumſtan- 
ces the inſtance might not come up to the parallel, 
yet in ſeveral reſpe&s there might be ſo {ad a deſo- 
lation, that any other example but that might fall 
beneath the greatneſs and feverity of it. And we 
may better underſtand of how fad and dreadful a 
nature ſuch a Judgement muſt be, if we conſider it 


BR LEE CC. 
of it, to the force and v7olence of it, and to all that x * = 
Jad train of circamſtances which attend and fol- 


low it. | 
1. The ſuddenneſs and unexpeFedneſs of it : as God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, i, e, when they leaſt 
of all looked for ſuch a deſolation. For ths it was 
_ in the dayes of Los (as our Saviour tells us) they did | 
eat, they drank, they bought, they fold, they planted, , .. 
they builded;, but the ſame day that Lot went out of S0- 18, 29. 
dom, it rained fire and brimſtone from Heaven, and 
deſtroyed them all. They were all immerſed either 
in their pleaſures or in their buſineſs, they little 
thought of deſtruction being ſo-near them as.it pro- 
vedto be; Thus it was with the Jewes in their firſt 
and latter deſtruction both of their City and Coun- 
trey, they were as high and as confident of the con- 
T2ry.4s might be tothe very laſt ; nothing could 
periwade them that their Temple or their City 
ſhould be burnt with Fire, till they faw'them flaming 
before their Eyes. Thus Joſephus obſerves of his 
own Countrey-men, that in the midſt of all *i1y 38 Gur 7 
; their miſeries they had no kind of ſenſe at all "05 w0.0 ay 
I of their ſins , but were as proud , preſump- vaxdy, dxtbardat 
: tnows and arrogant, as if all things "bell, Ju > 4 de 
went well with them: and were like to do ſo. x we 
They thought $od could not poſhibly puniſh ſuch 
a people as they were inſuch a manner 3 they could 
eaſily have believed it of any other people but them- 
ſelves: but that God ſhould puniſh 11s own people 
in Covenant with him, that judgement ſhould begin 
at the houſe of God, that they who had loved to be 


called by his name. ſhould be made examples to all 
| other 
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other Nations, this ſeemed ſo harſh and incredible 
that by no means could they — it» But God 
and Wiſe men too thought otherwiſe of them than 
they did of themſelves : they could not. but fee an 


outward ſhew of Religion joyned with a deep and” 


ſubtile hypocriſiez there being among them an heap 
of pride and luxury, of fraud and injuſtice, of fedi- 
tion and faction guilded over with a fair ſhew of 
oreater zeal for God and his Glory : which that im- 
partial Hiſtorian (' as one who knew them well) hath 
deſcribed at large : and although they could not be- 
lieve that ſuch heavy Judgements ſhould befall them, 
yet others did not only believe, but tremble at the ap- 
prehenfions of them. 

Who among all the Citizens of London covid have 
been perſwaded, but the day before the #7re brake 
out, nay when they ſaw the flames for near.a day 
together,that ever in four days time,not a fourth part 
of the City ſhould be left ſtanding ? For when were 
they ever more ſecure and inapprehenſive of their 
danger then at this time ? they had not been long 
returned to their Houſes, which the Plagve had dri- 
ven themfrom, and now they hoped to make ſome 
amends for the loſs of their Trade before ; but they 
returned home with the ſame ſins they carried away 
with them; like new 440075, they had a new face 
and appearance, but the ſame ſpots remained ſtil] : 0 
it may be, increaſed by that /camm they had gather- 
ed in the Countreyes where they had been. Like 
Beaſts of prey that had been chained up fo long till 
they were hunger-bitten, when they once got looſe 
they ran with that violence and greedineſs to their 

| wayes 
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- wayes of gain, as though nothing could ever fatisfie ( 7 7 FL 
them. But that which betrayed them to ſo much *-* | 
| ſecurity,was their Jate-deliverance from ſo ſweeping 
a Judgment as the P/agne had been to the City and 
Suburbs of it : they could by no means think , 
when they had all fo lately eſcaped the Grave, that 
- City it ſelf ſhould be ſo near being buried 
if its own ruines; that the Fire which had miſled 
their blood ſhould ſeize upon their houles; that there 
ſhould be no other way to purge the infedted air, 
but by the flames of the whole City. Thus when 
the Mariners have newly eſcaped a wreck at Sea 
the fears of which have a long time deprived them «+ 
of their wonted reſt, they think they may ſecurely 
lye down and ſleep,till it may be another ſ{tormover- 
take and fink them: We lee then there 1s neither 
piety nor wiſdom in ſo much ſecurity when a great. 
danger is over, for we know not but that very 
ſecurity it ſelf may provoke God to ſend a grea- 
ter- And no kind of judgements are fo dreadful 
and amazing, as thoſe which come moſt unexpe&ed- 
ly upon men; for theſe betray the ſuccours which 
. reaſon offers, they infatuate mens councils , weaken 
their courage, and deprive them: of that preſence 
of mind which is neceſſary at ſuch a time for their 
own and the publick intereft. And there needs no | E 
more toletus know how ſevere ſuch a Judgement | 
muſt be when it comes upon men in fo ſudden and- 
unexpected a manner : but that is not al], for the ſe- 
- Verity of itlyes further, 
2. Inthe force and violence of it : and ſurely that 
was very great which conſumed four Cities to no- 
a B 2 thing 


[8 ET | (10) | | 
Sf 735 / thing in ſo ſhort a time, when God did plpere Geher- 7 
Nl '" *_ mamadecelo as one exprelles it, rained own hel- J 
. fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah. And this is that Þ =+ 

which ſome think is called the vengeance of eternal 

Jude 7. / fire, which all thoſe in Sodom and Gomorrah are ſaid 

" to ſuffer; 1.e. a Fire which conſumed, till there was 
nothing left to be conſumed by it.. Not but that 
thoſe wicked perſons did; juſtly ſuffer the vengeance 
of an eternal fire in another life, but the Apoſtle ſeems 
to ſet out and paint forth to us that in the life to 
come, by the force and. violence of that Fire which 
deſtroyed thole Cities ; ay it would be harſh to 
| fay, that all who were involved in that common ca- 
lamity ( who yet were innocent as to the great 
abominations of thole places, viz, the Ifazts there 
deſtroyed muſt be immediately ſentenced to eter- 
nal miſery. But although God lince that perpetual 
monument of his juſtice in the deſtruction of thoſe 
Cities hath not by ſuch an immediate fire from hea- 
ven conſumed and razed out the very foundations of 
other Cities; yet at ſome times there are fires which 
break out and rage with a more then ordinary -vio- : 
lence, and will not yic]d to thoſe attempts for quen- 
ching them, which at other times may be attended + 
with great ſucceſs. Such might that great fire in Rowe 
be in Nero's time,which whether begun caſnaZy,or by 
deſign ( as it was diſputed then, as it hath been about 

Þ others ſince ) did preſently ſpread it ſelf with grea- 

—_ An. ter ſpeed over the Circque- (as the Hiſtorian tells us ) 
” then the W2:2d it ſelf, and never left burning, till of. 
fourteen regions in Kome, but four were left eatire. 


. Such might that be in the Emperonr Titus his time, 
which © |} 
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which. laſted three dayes and nights, and was-ſo | 


irreſiſtible in its fury , that the Hiſtori- 
an tells us, it was certainly more then an 


ordinary fire. Such might that be in the 


ſame City in the time of Commodas, which 
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though all the art and induſtry imaginable. were 
uſed tor the quenching 1t, yet it burnt, . till it had 


conſumed belides the Temple of Peace, the 
faireſt Houſes and Palaces of the City, 
which on that account, the Hiſtorians at- 
tribute to more then natural cauſes. Such 
might that be ({ which comes the neareſt 
of any I have met with, to that Fire we 


this day lament the effects of ) I mean that 


at Conſtantinople,which happen'd 4.D.465. 
inthe beginning of September ; it brake 
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the water ſide, and raged with that horrible tury Crane Zo 
for four days together, that it burnt down the great- cap. 13. 


eſt part of the City, and was fo little capable of 


Bron. Toms, . 
$.4.465.1, 


reſiſtance, that as Evagrizs tell us,the ſtrongeſt Hou- 
ſes were but ©T7t40 TI gevjarudss) like fo. much dried 


ſtubble before it ; by which means the whole City 


was,as he calls it, #u«TezraTy Hiaua, a 0ſt miſerable and 
doleful ſpeFacle ;, fo that as Baronins expreliles it, that 
City which before was accounted the wonder of the 
world, was made like to Sodom and Gomorrah. Such 
likewiſe might thoſe two great Fires have been 


which have formerly burnt down great part of the 


then City of Lodo ; but neither of them come near 
the dreadfulneſs of this, conſidering how much big- 
ger the habitations of the City were now, and how 


much greater the riches of it then could be ima- 
B3 gined. 
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ined at thoſe times. How great muſt we conceive - 
the force of this Fire to have been, which having at 
hrſt gotten a head where there was little means of 
reſiſting it,and much fuel to increaſe itz from thence 
it ſpread it felF both with and againſt the wind till 
It had gajned ſo conſiderable a force, that it deſpiſed 
all the reſiſtance could be made by the ſtrength of 
the buildings which ſtood in itvay ; and when it 
had once ſubdued the ſtrongeſt and the talleſt of 
them, it then roared like the waves of the Sea, and 
made its way through all the lefler obſtacles, and 
might have gone on fo far, till it had Jaid this C7ty 
levell with the ruines of the other, had not he who 
ſets the bounds to the Oceay, and faith, th far ſhalt 
thou go and no further, put a ſtop to it in thoſe places 
which wereas ready to have yielded up themſelves 
to the rage of i, as any which had been conſumed 
before. | Ky 
3. The ſcverity of it will yet more appear from 
all the dreadfull circumſtances which attend and fol- 
low it, Could you ſuppoſe your ſelves in the midſt 
of thoſe Cities which were conſumed by Fire from 
heaven, when it had ſeized upon their dwellings, O 
what cryes and lamentations , what yellings and 
{hrickings might ye then have heard among them! 
We may well think how dreadfull thoſe were, when 
we do but conſider how ſad the circumſtances. were 
of the Fire we mourn for this day. When it began 
like Sampſon to break in pieces all the means of re- 
{:{ting it, and carried before it not only the Gates,but 
the Churches and moſt magnificent ftruGures of the Ci- 


7p, what horror and contuſion may we then imagine 
E had 
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bad ſeized upon the ſpirits of the Citizens 5 what \ 


diſtraction in their councils, what palencſs in their 
countenances, what pantings at their hearts, what 
an univerſal conſternation might have been then feen 
upon the minds of men ? But O the ſighs and tears, 
the frights and amazements, the miſcarriages, nay 
the deaths of ſome of the weaker Sex at the terrour 
and apprehenſion of it !  O the hurry and uſeleſs 
pains, the alarms and tumults , the mutual hinde- 
rances of each other that were among men at the 
beholding the rage and fury of it! There we might 


have ſeen Women weeping for their Children for tear - 


of their being trod down in the preſs, or loſt in 
the crowd of people, or expoſzd to the violence of 
the flames ; Husbands more ſolicitons for the lafety 
cf their Wives and Children, then their own; the 
Souldiers running to their Swords, when there was 
more need of Buckets; the Tradeſmen loading their 
backs with that which had gotten poſleſlion of their 
hearts betore. Then we might have heard ſome 
complaining thus of themſclves : O that I had been 
as carefull of laying up treaſures in Heaven as [ 
have been upon Earth, I had not been under ſuch 
fears of loſing them as now I am! If I had ſerved 


God as faithfully as I have done the world, he 


would never have left me, as now that 1s like todo. 
Whar 'a fool haveI been which have ipent all my 
pretious time for the gaining of that which may be 
now loſt in an hours time!If theſe flames be ſo dread- 
full, what are thoſe which are reſerved for them 
who love the world more then God! If none can 
come near the heat of this Fire, who can dwell with 

everlaſting 
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everlaſting burnings! O what madneſs then will it 
be to fin any more wiltully againſt that God who is 
a conſuming Fire, infinitely more dreadtull than this 
can be! Farewell then all ye deceitfull vanities ; now 
I underſtand thee and my ſelf better, O bewitching 
world, then to fix my happineſs in thee any more. 
1 will henceforth learn ſo much wiſdom to Jay up 
my treaſures there where neither moths can corrupt 
them, nor Thieves ſteal them, nor Fire conſume 
them. O how happy weuld London be, if this 
were the effect of her-flames on the minds of all her 
inhabitants! She might then riſe with a greater glo- 
Ty, and her inward beauty would outſhine her out- 
ward ſplendour, let it be as great as we can wiſh or 
imagine. 

But in the mean time, who can behold her preſent 
Tuines, without paying ſome tears as due to the ſad- 
neſs .of the fpeCtacle, and more to the fins which 
cauſed them ? If that City were able to ſpeak out 
of its ruines, what ſad complaints would it make of 


all thoſe impieties which have made her fo miſerable. 


If it had not been ( might ſhe'fay ) for the pride and 
luxury, the eaſe and delicacy of ſome of my inhabi- 
tants, the covetoutneſs, "the fraud, the injuſtice%of 
others, the debaucheries of the profane, the open 
factions and fecret hypocrifie of 'too-many pretend- 
ing to greater ſanctity, my beaxty had not been thus 
turned into aſhes, nor my glory into thoſe ruines 
which make my enemies rejoyce, my friends to 
"mourn, and all ſtand amazed at the beholding of 
them. Look now upon me, you who 1o lately ad- 
mired the greatneſs'of my trade , the riches of my 

| | | | Merchants, 
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Merchants, the number of my people, the conveni- 
ency of my Chnrches , the multitude of my Streets, 
and ſee what deſolations ſin hath made in the earth. 
Look upon me, and then tell 'me whether it be no- 
thing to dally with Heaven, to make a mock at fin, 

to ſlight the judgements of God, and abuſe his mer- 
cies, and aſter all the attempts of Heaven to reclaim 

a people from their ſins, to remain {till the ſame that 


ever they were? Was there no way toexpiate your - 


uilt but by my miſery ? Had the /eprofie of your ſins 
0 fretzed into my walls, that there was no cleanſing 
therbut by the flames which conſume them ? Muſt 
I mourn in #7y duſt and aſhes for your iniquities, while 
you are fo ready to return to the practiſe of them? 
Have I ſuffered to much by reaſon of them, and do 
you think to eſcape your ſelves? Can you then look 
upon my ruines with hearts as hard and unconcerned, 
as the ſtozes which lye in them ? If you have any 
kindneſs for me, or for your ſelves, . if you ever 
hope to fee my breaches repaired, my beauty re- 
ſtored, my glory advanced , look on Loxdons 
ruines and repert. Thus would ſhe bid her 1n- 
habitants not weep for her miſeries, but for 
theirſown ſins; for if never any ſorrow were#like to 
her ſorrow , it" is becauſe never any ſins were like 
to their ſins. Not as though they were only the fins 
of the City which have brought this evil upon her 3 
no, but as far as the judgement reaches, ſo great hath 
the —_— of the fins been, which have provoked 
God'to make her an example of his juſtice. And, I 


fear the effects of Londons calamity will be felt all 


the Nation over, For conſidering the preſent lan- 
guiſhiog 
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Hicron, 11 
loc. 


guiſhing condition of this Nation, it will be no eafie 
matter to recover the blood and ſpirits which have 
been loſt by this Fire. 
the ſadnefs of thoſe circumſtances which accompa- 
nied the rage of the fire, cr thoſe which reſpect the 
preſent miſeries of the City, or the general influence 
thoſe will have upon the Nation, we cannot caſily 
conceive what judgement could in fo criticall a time 
have befallen us, which had been more ſevere for 
the kind and nature of it, than this hath been. 

2. We confider it i the [ſeries and order of it, We 
ſee by the Text, this comes mthe laſt place, as a re- 
ſerve when nothing elſe would do any good upon 
them. It is extrema meaicina, as S. Hieromlaith,the 
laſt attempt that God uſes to reclaim a people by, 
and if theſe Caxſticks will not do, it 1s to be feared 
he looks on the wounds as incurable, He had ſent 


a-famine before v. 6. a drought, v. 7,8. blaſting and. 


mildew, v.9. the Peſtilence after the manner of Egypt, 
Vv. 10, the miſeries of War in the lame verſe. And 


- When none of theſe would work that cticct upon 


them, which they were. deſigned for, then he comes 
to his laſt way of puniſhing before a final deſtruCti- 
on, he overthrew ſome of their Cities as he had ovuer- 
thrown Sodom and Gomorrah. God forbid, we 
ſhould be ſonear a final ſubverfion and utter deſo- 
lation, as the ten Tribes were, when none of theſe 
things would bring them to repentance ; but yet 
the method God hath uſed with us ſeems to bode vee 
Ty 11] in caſe we. do not at laſt retarn to the Lord. 
Fort is not only agreeable to what 1s here deliver- 
ed as the courſe God uſed to reclaim the PR 
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but to what is reported by the moſt faithful Hifto- 
rian of thoſe times of the degrees and ſteps that 


God made before the ruines of the Britiſh Nation, _.., 
For Gildas tells us the decay of it began by Civil-exia. prie. 


Wars among themſelves, and high diſcontents re- 
maining' as the conſequents of them, after this an 
univerſal decay and poverty among them); aſter that, 
nay during the continuance of itz-Fars with the 
Pits and Scots their inveterate 'enemies; but no 
ſooner had they a little breathing ſpace, but they 
return to their luxury and other\ Mins again; then 
God ſends among them a conſuming Peſtilence which 
deſtroyed an incredible number of people. When 
all this would not do, thoſe whom they truſted 
moſt to, betrayedthem, and rebelled againſt them, 
by whoſe means, not only the Cities were burnt with 
Fire, but the whole 1/ard was turned almoſt into oze 
continued flame, The iflue of all which at laſt was, 


_ that their Courtrey was turned to a defolation , the 


ancient 1-hebitants driven out, or deſtroyed, and 


_ their former ſervants,. but now their bitter enemies, 


poſſeſſing their habttations. May God avert the Owen 
from us- at this day. We have ſmarted by Civil 
Wars, and the dreadfull effe#s of them; we yet 
complain of great diſcontents and poverty as great 
as them, we have izveterate enemies combined abroad 
againſt us, we have very lately ſuffered under a Pe- 
ſtilence as great almoſt as any we read of, and now 
the great City of our Nation burnt down by a dread- 
full Fire, And what doall theſe things mean ?- and 
what will the iſſue of them be? though that be 
lockt up in the Conncils of Heaven, yet we have 

| C2 juſt 
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E - 2 b) Juſt cauſe to fear if it be not our ſpeedy amendment; 


It may be our ruine. And they. who think that in- 
credible, let them tell me whether two years lince, 
they did not think it altogether as improbable,that 
in the compaſs of the two ſucceeding-years, above 
a hundred thouſand perſons ſhould be deſtroyed by 
the Plague in London and other places, and the City 
It ſelf ſhould be burnt to the Ground ? Andiif our 
fears do not, I am ſure our ſs may tell us , that 
theſe are but the fore-runners of greater calami- / 


_ ties, In caſe there be not a timely reformation of 


our ſelves. And although God may give us ſome 
intermiſſiens of puniſhments, yet at laſt he may,as the 
Roman Conſul exprelled it, pay us intcrealate pene 
z»ſuram , that which may make amends for all his 
abatements,and gwe us full meaſure according to that 
of. out ſins, preſſed down, ſhaken together and running 
aver, Which leads to the third particular. 

3. The cauſes moving God to ſo much ſeverity in his 
Judgements, which are the greatneſs ofthe f-5 com- 
mitted againſt him. So this Prophet tells us that the 
true account of all Gods puniſhments isto be fetch- 
ed from the ſins of the people, Amos 1. 3. , For three 
tranſgreſſions of Damaſcus, and for four 1 will not turn | 
away the puniſhment thereof : lo it is ſaid of Gaza,v.6, 
of Tyrus, v. 9. of Edom, v. 11, of Ammon, v.13. Moab, 
ch. 2. 1. Judah, v. 4. andat laſt Ifrael, v. 6. And it 
15 obſervable of every one of theſe, that when God 
threatens to puniſh them for the greatzeſs of their 
niquities , and the wmltitude of their trangreſſions, 
( which is generally ſuppoſed to be meant by the 
three tranſgreſſrons and the four ) he doth particu- 
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larly threaten to fend a Fire among them toconſume: | 242) | 
the Houſes. and the Palaces of their Cities, Soto. | 
Damaſcas, chap. 1.4. to Gaza, v. 7. to Tyrws, v.10. . to- 
Edom,v.12. to Ammon, v,14. to Moab,ch.2.v,2.t0 Ju- 
dah,v.s. Twill ſend a fire upon Judah, andit ſhall dewour- 
the Palaces of Jeruſalem : and Tjraelin the words of the 
text. Fhis 15a judgement then, which when it comes in. 
its fary,gives us notice to how great a height our fins 
are riſen; eſpecially when it hath ſo many dreadfull. 
fore-runners, as it had in Zrael, and hath had among 
our ſelves. When the red horſe hath marched furi-' 
oully before it all b/oody with the effeFs of a Civil 
# ar, and the pale.horſe hath followed after the other 
with Death upon his back, and the Grave at his heels, 
| and after both theſe, thoſe come, out of whoſe month. 
i/jues fire, and ſmoke,and brimſtoxe,, it is then time for 
the inhabitants of the earth #o repent of the work of 
their hands. But it is our great unhappineſs that we 
are apt to impute theſe great calamities to any thing, 
rather then to our ſs and thereby we hinder our 
- ſelves from the true remedy, becauſe we will not 
underſtand the cauſe of our diſtemper- Though 
God hath not ſent Prophets among us, to tell us & | 
ſuch and ſuch fins, I will ſend ſuch and ſuch judge- 
ments upon you, yet where we obſerve the parallel 
between the ſ#z77 and the puniſhments agreeable with 
what we find recorded in Scriptare, we have reaſon - 
' toſay that thoſe ſins were not only the antecedents, 
butthecaxſes of thoſe puniſhments which followed. 
after them. And that becauſe the reaſon of puniſh-. 
ment was not built upon 'any particular relation be- 


tween God and the pcople of Jrac!, but upon rea--- 
| C3 ſons. 
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'\S 7 J &/ ſons common to all mankind; yet with this diffe- 
| | ” rence, that the greater the mercies were which any 
Wd | people enjoyed, the ſooner was the meaſure of their 
iniquitics filled up, and the ſeverer were the judge- 

ments when they came upon them. This our Pro- 

het gives an account of Chap, 3.2. Tow only have IT 

known of all the Nations of theearth, therefore will I 

puniſh you for your iniquities, $0 did God puniſh 

Tyre and Damaſcus, as well as Trael and Judah, but his 
meaning is, he would puniſh them fooner, he would 

puniſh them more ſeverely. I wiſh we could be 
brought once to conſider what influence pzefy and 

verine hath upon the good of a Nation ; if we did, we 

ſhould not only live better our ſelves, but our K7-g- 

dom and Nation might flouriſh more than otherwiſe 

we are like to ſee it do. . Which is a truth hath been 

ſo univerſally received among the wife Men of all 

ages, that one of the Romar Hiſtorians, though of 

no very ſevere life himſeif, yer 1mputes the decay of 

the Roman Etate, not to Chance or Fortune, or fome 
unhidden caufes (' which the Atheiſm of our age 

would preſently do ) but to the generall looſneſs of 

mens hves and corruption of their manners. Andit 

$11 io aud 25 the grave Obſervation of one of the braveſt 
Aue.de Captains ever the Roman State had, that it was impoſ- 
Civ. D.l. ſible for any State to be happy, ſtantibus menibus, ruen- 
"-6.33* tibys moribus , though their walls were firm, if their 
manners were decayed, Butit is our milery, that our 

walls and our manners are fallen together, or rather 

the latter undermined the former. They are our 

firs which have drawn ſo much of our blood, and 
infected our air, and added the greateſt fuell toour 
flames. | But 


Put it-is not enough in general. to declaim againſt* 


our ſins, but we mult ſearch out particularly thoſe 
predominant vices which by their boldreſs and fre- 
quenty have provoked God thus ro puniſh us; and as 
we have hitherto obſcrved a parallel hetween the 
Tudgements of Iſrael in this Chapter and our own : 
to Iam afraid we ſha]l find too ſad a parallel between 
their fins and ours to. Three lorts of fins are here 
ſpoken of ina peculiar manner, as the cauſes of their 
ſevere puniſhments, Their /axury and intempe- 


e 
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rauee, their covetouſneſs and oppreſſaon, and their con- 


tempt of God and his Laws , and I doubt we 


need not make a very exact ſcrutiny to find out 
theſe in a high degree among our telves : and {[ 


2 


F 


wiſh it were as calic to reform them as to find them. * - 


Out. 

I. Laxury and intemperance: that we meet with in 
the firſt verſe, both in the compellation, Te Kin? of 
Baſhan, ard in their behaviour , which ſay to their 
Mafiers, bring, and lt us drink. Te Kine of Baſhan, 


) 


Loquitur ad principes Iſrael & optimates quoſque de- 


cem Tribuum, ſaith S*, Hierom , he ſpeaks to the Prin- 
ces of [ſrae], and the chief of all the ten Tribes : thoſe 
which are fed in the richeſt paſtures, ſuch as thoſe 


of Baſhan were. Who are more fully- deſcribed by - 


Ye Prophet in his ſixth chapter! They are the men 


who are at eaſe in $i0n ve 1. they put far away from 


them the evil day, v. 3» they lye upon beds of Tory, and 
' ſtretch themſelves upon their couches, and eat the Lambs 
ont of the flock,, and the Calves. out of the midſt of the 
ftall, v.g. they chaunt to the ſound of the viol, and 


' invent to themſelves inſtruments of muſick like Da-- 


vid, 


- 
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vid, v. 5. they drink Wine in bowls, and anoint them- 
ſelves with the chief oyntmemts, but they are not grieved 
for the aff/iion of Joleph. The meaning of all which 
1s, they minded nothing but eaſe, ſoftneſs, and plea- 
ſure, but could not endure to hear of the calamities 
which were ſo near them. Nothing but mirth, and 


jollity, and riot, and feaſting, and the evil confequen- 


ces of theſe were tobe ſeen or heard among them, 
Their delicate fouls were preſently ruffled and di- 
ſturbed at the diſcourſe of any thing but mat- 
rers of Courtſhip, addreſs and entertainment. Any 
thing that was grave and ſerious, though never ſo 
necctlary and of the greateſt importance, was put 
off, as Felix put off S*. Paul to a more convenient 
time : eſpecially if it threatned miſeries to them, and 
appeared with a countenance ſadder than their own. 
T heſe were the Kine of Baſhan, who were full of cafe 
and wantonneſs, and never thought of the day of 
Janghter , which the other were the certain - fore- 
runners of, Syzr1machys renders it , <1 bits Þ7pogrr, 
which others apply to.the rich Citizens of Samaria.- 
Iam afraid we may take it in either ſenſe without a 
Soleciſm. Bring and let us drink, which as S. Hie- 
7092 goes On, ebrietatem ſienificat in vino @&* luxuria 
que ſtatum mentis evertunt, it implies the height - of 
their luxury and intemperance. It 1s obſerved by 
ſome, that our Prephet retains (till the language of 
his education in the bluntneſs of his expreſſions, the 
great men that lived wholly at their eaſe, in wanton- 
nels and luxury, he ſtyles like the heardſman of Tekoa, 
#he Kine of Bathan. That he thought was title good 
£nough for ſuch who ſeemed-to have ſouls for no 

other 
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effeminate kind of madneſs taken poſleſſion of too 
many among us,whoſe birth and education defigned 
them for more manly imployments? Yea, what an 
age of Luxury do we live in, when inſtead of thoſe 
ncble characters of men from their vertue, and wil- 
Come, and courage, it is looked on among ſome as a 
mighty character of a perſon, that heeats ard drinks, 
wel}: 'a charaFer that becomes none ſo much as the 
Kine of Baſhan in the literal ſenſe, for ſurely they did 
fo, orelle they had never been in ſo much eſteem 
among the heardſmen of Tekoa, A charaFer which 
thoſe Philoſophers would have been aſhamed of, who 
looked upon no other end of humane life but plea- 
fare; but in order to that, they thought nothing 
- more neceſlary then temperance and ſobriety; but 
| Whatever eſteem they had then they have loſt all 
their reputation among our modern Epicxres, who 
know of no ſuch thinss as pleaſares of the mind, and 
would not much value whether they had any facrulties 


of the 7ind or no, unleſs it were for the contrivance 


of new oaths and debaucheries. But 1f this were 
only among ſome few perſons, we hope the whole Na- 
tion would not ſuffet for their madneſs- for. ſcarce 
any age hath been ſo happy, but it hath had ſome 
monſiers in Morality as well as Nature, But I am 
afraid theſe vices are grown too Epidemical; not on- 
ly in the Czty, but the Comrtries too ; what mean 
elſe thoſe frequent complaints (and I hope morege- 
neral then the cauſes of them) that the houſes of 


great men in too many places are fo near being pab- 
D -._ = 


other.end, thenthe ether had. And hath not that | 
delicata inſania, as $. Auſtin calls it, that ſoft and 
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lick ſchools of debauchery, rather then of piety and 
vertue, where men ſhall not want inſtructersto teach 
them to forget beth God and themſelves ; wherein jo- 
briety is ſo tar from being accounted a matter of h9- 
our, that the rules of the Perſrar civility are quite 
forgotten, and men are forced to unman themlclves, 
I know nothing would tend more to the honour of 
our Nation, or the advantage of it , then if once 
theſe publick exceſles were ſeverely reſtrained, 1 
do ndt mean ſo much.by making new Laws, ( for 
thoſe generally do but exerciſe peoples Wits by find- 
ing out new evaſions) but by executing old ones. 

2. Covetouſneſ5 and oppreſſiov. You ſee what theſe 
oreat menin Samaria did when they had any reſfite 
from their exceſles and intemperance, then woe be 
to the poor who come in their way ; Which oppreſs 
the poor and cruſh the needy : v. 1. either by the 
hands of violence, or by thoſe arts and devices which 
either their honeſty or poverty have kept them 
from the knowledge of. And if there be not 
ſo much of open violence in our dayes, the thanks 


' are due to the care of our Magiſtrates, and the ſe- 


verity of our Laws, but it 1s hard to fay whether 
ever any age produced more ſtudious and skilfull 
to pervert the deſign of Laws without breaking the 
letter of them, than this of ours hath done. Fraud 
and injuſtice is now managed with a great deal of 
artifice and.cunning 3 and he thinks himſelf no bo- 
dy in the underſtanding of the world, that cannot 
over-reach his brother, and not be diſcovered : or 
however in the multiplicity and obſcurity of our 
Laws cannot find out ſomething in pretence at leaſt 


ro 
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to juſtifie his aCtions by. But if appeal be made to the 
Courts of Judicature,what arts are thenulſed either for 
concealing or hiring witneſles, fo that iftheir Purſes 
benot equal}, the adverſe party may over{wear him 
by ſo much as his Purſe is weightier then the others. 
I heartily wiſh it may never be ſaid of us, what the . 
Orator once ſaid of the Greeks, Quibus jusjurandum Cictr. pro 
Jocus, teſtimonium ludus, they made 1t a matter of jeſt Fic. 
and drollery to forſwear themſelves, and give falſe te- 
ſtimonies. But ſuppoling men keep within the bounds 
of juſtice and: common honeſty, yet how unſatiable 
are the defires of men ? they are foradding houſe to 
houſe, and land to land, never contented with what 
either their Anceſtors have left them, or the bountis : 
full hand of heaven hath befiowel upon them, Till - 
h atlaſt it may be inthe Prophets expreſſion for their - 
| covetouſneſs, the ſtone cry ont of the wall, and the beans Haba, 
| out of the timber anſwer it :1.e. provoke God to give 


, a ſevere check to the exorbitant and boundleſs de- 

fires of men, as he hath done by this dayes calamity. 
Thus while #beCzty thought with Babylox to fit as a. _ 

p | Lady for ever, while ſhe dwelt careleſly, and ſaid Tam, = [2 

| and there is none elſe beſides me 5, evil is come upon her , = 

> and ſhe knows not from whence it comes, and miſchief 

| is fallen upon her, and ſhe hath not been able to put it 

f off, and deſolation is come upon her ſuddenly, which ſhe 

- did not foreſee. | 

t 3.Contempt of God and his Laws, That we read of 

r = 9.4. Where the Prophet ipeaks by an Irony to them, 

r Þ} - Come to Bethel and tranſerefs, &c. he knew well 

F | enough they were reſolved to do it, let God or the 

, Prophet ſay what they pleaſed,” For theſe K7ze of 


D 2 Baſhaz 


beneath then 


_ a meer politich thing, and fit to advance his own de- 
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Baſhan were al/for the Calves of Dan and Bethel, and' 
ſome think that is the reaſon of the title that is 
given them. |Thelfe great men of Sawaria thought it 

b to own AXeligion any further then 
It was fſubſervient to their civil intereſts. They 
were all of Jeraboarrs Religion, who looked on it as 


ſigns by. I am\afraid there are too many at this day 
who are ſecretly of his mind, and think it a piece of 
33/dozr to be ſo :| Bleſſed God, that men ſhould be ſo 
wile to deceive themſelves, and go down with fo 
much diſcretion to Hell ! Theſe are the Grave and 
retired Atheiſts, who though they ſecretly love not * | 
Religioz, yet their caution hinders them from talk- 
ing much againſt it. But there 1sa ſort of men much 
more common than the other ; the faculties of whoſe 
minds are fothin and atery, that they will not bear 
the conſideration of any thing, much leſs of Rel:- 
g70#; theſe throw out their bitter ſcofis and pro- 
phane jeſts againſt it. A thing never permitted that 
I know of in any civilized Nation in the world 
whatſoever their Religion was , the reputation of 
Religion was alwayes preſerved ſacred : God him- 
ſelf would not ſufter the Jews to ſpeak evil of other 
Gods, though they were to deſtroy all thole who 
tempted them to the worſhip of them. And ſhall 
we ſuffer the moſt excellent *and reafonable Rel:- 
$i0x in the world, viz. the Chriſtian, to be profaned 
by the unhallowed mouths of any who will ven- 
ture to be damned, to be accounted witty ? If their 
eriquiries were deeper, their reaſon ſtronger, or - 
their arguments more perſwaſive, than of _ 

h who. 


CI TIF- 


who have made it their utmoſt care and buſineſs to: 


ſearch into theſe things, they ought to be allow- | 


ed a fair hearing 3 but for men who pretend to 

none of theſe things, yet ſtill to make reMFon the 
© object of their ſcoffs and railery, doth not become- 
the gravity of a Nation profcſſing wiſdom to permit 
it, mytch lefs the ſobriety of a people profcſling: 
Chriſtianity, In the mean time ſuch perſons may 
know that wiſe men may be argued out of a Ke- 


lizion they own, but none but Fools and mad men will 


be drol'd oat of it. Let them firſt try whether they 
can laugh men out of their Eſtates, before they 
attempt to do it out of their hopes of an eternal 
happineſs. AndIam lure it will be no comfort to 
them in another world, that they were accounted 
Wits for deriding thoſe mileries which they then- 
feel and ſmart under the ſeverity of : it will be 
no mitigation of their flames that they go laughing 
into them; nor will they endure them the better 
becauſe they would not believe them. But while 
this is ſo prevailing a hxmour, among the vain men 
of this age and Nation , what can we expect but 
that God ſhould by remarkable and ſevere judge- 
ments ſeek to make men more ſerious in Keligior, or 
elſe make their hearts to ake and their joints to trem- 
ble, as he did Belſhazzars, when he could find no- 
thing elſe to carouſe. in but the veſſels of the Tex:- 
' ple. And when men faid in the Prophet Zephany, 


ſently it follows , therefore their goods ſhall become 
a booty, and their houſes a deſolation : the day of 


the Lord is near, a day of wrath, a day of trouble 


and. 
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chap. 1, 12. that God neither did good nor evil, pres * —_—_ 
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7 VE / and diſtreſs , a day of waſtneſs and deſolation : as it 
/ / 1s With vs at this time. Thus we ſee how ſad the 
parallel hath been not only in the judgements of 
Iſrael, but in the fins likewife which have made 
thoſe judgements fo ſevere. | 
4. The ſeverity of the judgement” appears not 
only from the cauſes, but from the author of it. 
T have overthrown ſome of you 'as God overthrew $o- 
dom ard Gomorrah. God challenges the execu- 
tion of his juſtice to himſelf, not only in the great 
day, but in his judgements here in the world. | 
Ehall there be evil in a City ,, and the Lord hath F 
z10t done it ® When God, is plealed to puniſh men 
for their ſins , the- execution of his juſtice 1s as 
agreeable to his nature now, as it will be at the 
end of the world. We all know that he may do 
It if he pleaſe, and he hathtold us, that he doth 
and will do its and we know withall that with- 
out ſuch remarkable ſfeverities , the world will 
hardly be kept in any awe of him. We do not find 
that love doth ſo much in the world as fear doth; 
—_ being ſo very few perſons of tractable and 
. Ingenuous ſpirits. It is true of too many, what 
att. 12, LaGantizs oblerves of the Romans, Nunquam Dez 
c. Ie meminerunt , niſt' dum in malis ſunt, they ſeldom 
think of God, but when they are afraid of him. And 
there 1s not only this reaſon as to particular per- 
ſons why God ſhould puniſh them, but there 1s a 
oreater as tO communities , and bodies of men ; 
. tor although God ſuffers wicked men to eſcape pu- 
niſhment here, as he often doth ; yet he 1s ſure 


not to do it in the life to come; but communt- 
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ties of men can never be puniſhed but in this 
world ; and therefore the juſtice of God doth of- 
ten diſcover it ſelf in theſe common calamities, to 
keep the world in ſubjection to'him, and to let 
men ſee that neither the #mltitude of their afo- 
ciates, nor the depth of their deſeggns, nor the ſub- 
 tilty of their Conncils can ſecure them from the 
omnipotent arm of Divine Juſtice, when he hath 
determined #0 wiſtt their tranſerciſuons with rods, 
'and their iniquities with ſtripes, But when he 
doth all this, yet his loving kindneſs doth he not 
utterly take from them: tor in the midſt of all his 
judgements he 1s pleaſed to remember mercy ; of 
which we have a remarkable inſtance in the Text, 
for when God was overthrowing Cities, yet he pluckt 
the inhabitants as fire-brands ont of the burning : 
and ſo I come from the ſeverity of God, 

2. To the mixture of his mercy in it. Ard ye 
were as a fire-brand pluckt out of the burning. That 
notes two things , the nearneſs they were in to the 
danger, and the unexpeFedneſs of their deliverance out 
of 3t. 

o I. The nearneſs they were in to the danger, Quaſi 
torris, cujws jam magna pars abſumpta eſt, as ſome 
paraphraſe it ; like a brand, the greateſt part of which 
z#s already conſumed by Fire; which ſhews the dif- 
ficulty of their eſcaping. So Joſhua is laid to be a 
brand pluckt out of the fire, Lech. 3.2. And to this 
Sf. Hierom upon this place, applies that difficult 
paſſage, 1 Cor.3.15. they ſhall be ſaved, but ſo as by 
Fire, noting the greatneſs of the danger they were 
in, and how hardly they ſhould eſcape. And are 

not. 
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not all, the inhabitants of this Ciry, and all of us 
in the ſuburbs of the other, whoſe houſes eſcaped - 
ſo-near the flames, as Firebrands pluckt out of the 
burning? When the fire came on 1n its rage and fury, 
as though it would 4n a ſhort time have- devour- 
ed all before it, that not only this whole Cty, but 
ſo great a part of the Suburbs of the other ſhould 
eſcape untouched, is ( all circumſtances confider- 
ed ) a wonderfull expreſfion of the kindzeſs of God 
to us in the midſt of fo much ſeverity. If he had. 
luffered the Fire to go on to have conſumed the re- 
mainder of our Chxrches and houſes, and laid this 
City even with the other. in one continued heap 
of raines, we muſt have ſaid, Ju{tart thou O Lord, 
and righteous in all thy jude - Weoughtra- 
ther to have admired his patiexce in ſparing us fo 
long; then complain of this rigour of his juſtice 
in puniſhing us at Jaſtz but in ſtead of that he 
hath given us occaſion this day with the three Chil- 
dren in the fiery furnace to praiſe him in the #idſt 
of the flames. Foreven the izhabitants of London 
themſelves who have ſuffered moſt in this calami- 
ty , have cauſe to. acknowledge the mercy. of God 
towards them , that they are eſcaped themſelves ; 
though it be as the Jews report. of Joſhua , the 
High-Prieſt, when thrown into the fire by the Chal- 
deans, with their cloaths burnt about them. Though 


+ their habitations be conſumed, and their loſſes 
otherwiſe may be -too great, yet that in the midſt 


of ſo much danger by the flames and the preſs of 
people, ſo very few ſhould ſuffer the loſs of their 


{ves, ought to be owned by them and us as a mi- 


raculous 


: Y e's 
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 "raculous: Providence of God towards them. And 
therefore rot wnto ws , not unto ws, but to bis ho- 
ly name be the praiſe of ſo great a preſervation in 
the midſt of ſo heavy a judgement. _ | 

2. The unexpeFedneſs of ſuch a deliverance; they 
are not faved by their own $kill and council, nor 
by their ſtrength and induſtry , but by him who 


by his mighty hand did pluck them as Fire-brands 


out of the burning, Though we' own the juſtice 
of God in the calamitjes of this day , let us 
not forget his #ercy in what he hath unexpe- 


Ctedly reſcued from the fury . of the flames 3 


that the Koyall Palaces of our Gracious Soveraign, 
the reſidence of the Nobility , the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, the Conrts of Judicature, the place where we 
are now aſſembled and ſeveral others of the ſame 
nature , with other places and habitations to re- 
ceive thole who were burnt out of their own, 
ſtand at this day untouched with. the fire ( and 
long may they continue ſo ) ought chietly to be 
aſcribed to the power and goodneſs of that God, who 
not only commands the raging of the Sea, _—_— 
madneſs of the people, but whom the winds and the 
flames obey. Although enough in a due ſubordi- 
nation to Divine Providence can never beattributed 
to the mighty care and induſtry of our moſt Gra- 
ciows Soveraign, and his Koyall Highneſs, who by their 
preſence and incouragement inſpired a new life and 
vigonr into the linking ſpirits of the Citizens, where- 
by God was pleaſed fo far to ſucceed their endea- 


yours, that a ſtop was put to the fury of the fire 
; E in 


” bi s 
( > 27 A 


} 


F4 
ee nd eee ER . 5 


0 OO AO ABO tu ea 6- 


OW 


* x, WY } m ſuch places where it was as likely to have: 
\/ .- prevailed, as in any parts of the City conſumed 
by it. | | | | 

'D let us not then fruſtrate the deſign of fo 

much ſeverity mixed with fo, great mercy : let it 
Y ' never be ſaid, that neither judgements nor kind- 
neſs will work upon us : that neither our deli- 
verance from the Peſtilence which walks in dark- 
eſs, nor from the flames which ſhine as the 2oox- 
day, will awaken us from that Zethargy and ſecu- 
rity we are in by our fins : but let God take what 
courſe he pleaſes with us we are the ſame n- 
corrigible _ {tl that ever we were. For 
we have cauſe enough for our mourning and 
lamentation this day, ( if God had not ſent new 
calamities upon us _) that we were no better for. 
thoſe we had undergone before. We have ſurfet- 
'ted with mercies, and grown fick of the kind- 
neſs of Heaven to:us, and when God hath made us 
ſmart for our fulnels and wantonneſs , then we 
grew ſullen and murmured and diſputed againſt. 
Providence, and were willing to doany thing but 
repent of our ſins and reform our lives. It is 
not many years ſince God bleſſed us with great and 
undeſerved bleſiings, which we-then thought our 
ſelves very thankfull for 3 but if we had been re- 
ally ſo, we ſhould never have provoked him who 
beſtowed thoſe Favours upon us in fo great a de- 
gree as we have done ſince, Was this our re- 
quitall to hj#z for reſtoring our Soveraige, to reb 
the more againſt Heaven 2 Was this our thank- 


fulneſs, 


(33). 


fulneſs for removing the diſorders of Church | 


and State , to bring them into our lives 2 
Had we no other way of trying the continu- 
ance of Gods goodneſs to us, but by exerciſing 
his patience by our greater provocations ? As 
though we had reſolved td let the world fee, 
there could be a more unthankfull and diſo- 
bedient people then the Fews had been. Thus 
we ſinned with as much ſecurity and confi- 
dence, as though we had blinded the eyes, or 
bribed the juſtice, or commanded the power of 
heaven; When God of a ſuddenlike one high- 
ly provoked drew forth the ſword of his de- 
{troying Angel , and by it cut off. ſo many 
thouſands in the midſt of us. Then we fell 
upon our knees , and begg'd the mercy of 
Heaven that our lives might be ſpared, that 


we might have time to amend them : but W 


no ſobner did our fears abate, but our de- 
votion did ſo too , we had ſoon forgotten 
the promiſes we made in the day of our di- 
ſtreſs » and I am afraid it is at this day too 
true of us which is faid in the Revelations of 
thoſe who had eſcaped the ſeveral plagues 
which ſo many had been deſtroyed by. And 
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the reſt of the men which were not killed by Rey9. 0 


theſe Plagnes, yet repented not of the work, of 
#heir hands. For if we had"hot greedily ſuckt 
in again the- poiſon we had only laid down 
while we were begging for our lives, if we 
had not return'd with as great fury and 
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{ + 4) P violence as ever to our former lufts , the-re- 
L- moving of one judgement . had not been as it 
. were only to make way for the coming on 
of another. . For the grave ſeemed to cloſe up 
her mouth , and death} by degrees to with- 
draw himſelf , that the Fire #23ght come up- 
on the Stage, to aCt its part too in the Tra- 
gedy our fins have made among us : and I 
pray God this may be. the laſt 4@ of it. 
Let us not then provoke God to find 'out new 
methods of vengeance , and make experi- 
ments upon us of* what other unheard of ſeve- 
ritites may do for our cure. But Jet us rather 
meet God now by our repentance, and return- 
ing to him, by our ſerious humiliation for 
our former fins, and our 1ſtedfaſt reſolutions 
to return no more' to. the practiſe of them, 
That, that much more dangerons infeT707 
\, of our ſouls may be cured as well as that of 
our bodies , that the impure flames which 
burn within may be extinguiſhed, that all our 
luxuries may be retrenched, our debaucheries 
puniſhed, our vanities taken away, our care- 
leſs indifferency in Religion turned into a grea- 
ter ſeriouſneſs both in the profeſſion and the pra- 
Ctiſe of it. So will God make us a happy and 
proſperous, when he finds us a more righteous 
and holy Nation, . So will God ſucceed all 
your endeavours for the honour and - intereſt 
of that people whom you repreſent. So may 
he add that other Title to the reſt of thoſe 
you 


1 
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you have deſerved for your. Countreys good, 
to make you Repairers of the breaches of the / 
City as well as of the Nation, and reſtorers of 
paths to dwell in So may that City which 
now fits folitary like a #7dow, have her tears 
wiped off, and her beauty and comelineſs re- 
Ttored unto her. Yea ſo may her preſent ru- . 
ines, in which ſhe now lyes baried , be only 
the fore-runners of a more joyfull reſarres 
dion, In which though the body may remain 
the ſame, the qualities may be ſoaltered, that 
its preſent defoJation may be only the putting 
off its former inconventencies , weakneſs, and 

ceformities , that (it may riſe with greater 
glory , ſtrength and proportion : and to all 
her other qualities; may that of zzcorruptiorn 
be added too, at leaſt till the generall con- 
flagration. And I know your great Wiſdoz 
and Juſtice will take care, that thoſe who | 
have ſuffered by the ruines, may not like- 
wiſe ſuffer by the riſing of itz that the glory 
of the City may not be laid upon the tears of 
the Orphans and Widews , but that its foun- 
dations may be fettled upon Juſtice and Picty, 
That there be no complaining in the Streets for 
want of. righteouſneſs, nor in the City for want 
of Churches, -nor in the Churches tor want If 

a ſettled maintenance. That thoſe 'who at- 
tend upon the ſervice of God in them may ne- 
ver be tempted to betray their conſciences to 


ain a livelihood, nor to comply with the fa- 
E 3] ctious 


RT | 
ious humours of men that they, may be abſe 
to live among tikm. And thus when the 
City through the bleſſing: of Heaven ſhall. be 
built again, .may it be a habitation of Holz-. 
eſs towards God, of Loyalty towards our Gra- 
cious King and his. Succeſſors , of Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs towards men , of Sobriety, and 
| Peace , and Unity among all the Inhabitants, 
till not Cities and Countreys only, but the 
world and time it ſelf ſhall be no more. 
Which God of his infinite mercy grant through 
the merits and mediation of his. So, to whom 
with the Father and Eterrall Spirit.,be all Honour 
and Glory for evermore. 
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